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MCAS
Preparing for the MCAS is as easy as ABC…

A A good night’s sleep. Getting a full night’s sleep is the start to a great day!

B Breakfast is the most important meal of the day! Take some extra time in the 
morning to have a filling breakfast to power your brain.

C Confidence is key! We know how hard each student works here at BKS. We are 
already so proud of you!! MCAS is a day to show what you know. As long as 
you try your best, that is most important!!

Other reminders…
● If possible, please leave phones, smart watches and any other electronic devices home on test 

days. If it is not possible, please remind your child that they must be kept off and in their 
backpacks during the school day (as they must be for every other school day!)

● Students are expected to be in school on their scheduled testing days.  If your child is absent on 
a testing day, please contact our office immediately and they will be rescheduled on one of our 
make up days.

…life is not a multiple choice test; it’s an open book essay exam. - Allan Blinder, Princeton University

April

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

3 4       Grade 4 ELA 5 6      Grade 4 ELA 7     Good Friday

10     Grade 5 ELA 11     Grade 5 ELA 12 13 14

April Break

24 25 26 27 28     ELA Window Closes

May

1 2 3 4 5

8       Grade 5 STE 9       Grade 5 STE 10 11     Grade 4 Math 12     Grade 4 Math

15     Grade 3 Math 16     Grade 3 Math 17 18     Grade 5 Math 19

22 23     Grade 5 Math 24 25 26     Math/STE Window Closes

BKS spring 2023 mcas schedule



Counselor’s Corner

This hits home for me

When a flashlight grows dim or quits working, do you just throw it away?
Of course not. You change the batteries.

When a person messes up or finds themselves in a dark place, 
do you cast them aside?

Of course not! You need to help them change their batteries.

Some need AA… attention and affection;
some need AAA… attention, affection, and acceptance;

some need C… compassion;
some need D… direction.

And if they still don’t seem to shine, simply sit with them quietly and share your light. 

~Carol Miller

This school year I’ve been learning a lot about different ways to meet the social and 
emotional needs of our kids- to help them change their batteries. One of the people I’ve 
been learning from is Dr. Becky Kennedy. She offers great tips via social media that have 
inspired me to learn more about her strategies and ideas. Her book Good Inside is on my 
To Be Read List. Mrs. Rodriguez and I are going to read it this spring. If any of you would 
like to join us, we’d love to have a little book club. (See the flyer in this newsletter.)

Happy Spring!

Maura Hurst
School Counselor



Nurse’s Message
Happy Spring! 

With the warm weather hopefully coming soon we are excited to get more chances to 
be outside in the fresh air.  This should provide us with increased opportunities to 
exercise and soak in that Vitamin D.  Our Community Garden will be planted soon - 
we are going to start with lettuce which will give us an early show.  Keep an eye on 
that box at the front of the school to see what will be growing next.

For those who suffer from seasonal allergies - trees, plants and grass pollination can 
cause symptoms that are often confused with viruses. Primary symptoms of allergies 
can be sneezing, fatigue and itchy eyes.  Additional symptoms can be congestion, 
cough, headache and sore throat.  Allergies generally present as symptoms that come 
and go or persisting mild symptoms that do not show a sign of resolving. The most 
common treatments can be found over the counter.  If your child suffers from 
seasonal allergies please talk to your pediatrician about effective medications to 
alleviate symptoms.  The school does not have allergy medication available in the 
nurse’s office.  

Cleaner Greener will be here May 6th.  I am  looking forward to having a team of 
volunteers to beautify the school.  The city provides mulch, rakes and gloves.  We 
just need the manpower.  Please let me know if we can count on you that day.  More 
hands make light work. The mayor will host a cookout after all the work is done as a 
thank you. 

Mrs. Cerone, MSN, RN
617-984-8632

deborahcerone@quincypublicschools.com



PTO Page

Websites:
bkspto.weebly.com        m.facebook.com/groups/BKSPTO

This Month’s Events:
● Thursday, April 27, 2023 

Community Event: Paint Night!
BKS Gymnasium

● Ways to support PTO: 1st Day School Supplies 
See flier on the next page for more information

Citywide:

● Monday, April 24, 2023 from 7:00 to 8:00 pm
Citywide PTO Meeting
Zoom Link: https://www.quincycitywidepto.com/

PTO Position
Beechwood Knoll PTO has an open position of interim co-web promoter. 

If interested, please contact Grace Young-Jae via email at gracey518@gmail.com. Thank you!

http://bkspto.weebly.com/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/BKSPTO/
https://www.quincycitywidepto.com/


PTO Page: Ways to Support our PTO

Pre-Order Next Year’s Supplies!

Store Link
http://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/kits.php?sid=48243 

http://1stdayschoolsupplies.com/kits.php?sid=48243


Report Cards
★ Beechwood Knoll Term 2 Report Card Conferences

Wednesday, April 5, 2023
Afternoon - 12:30 PM - 2:30 PM in person at Beechwood Knoll
Evening - 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM remotely via Google Meet

★ Please use the PTC Fast link to sign up for your child/children’s conferences. You will need 
the name of your child’s homeroom teacher.  www.ptcfast.com/schools/Quincy_Public_Schools 

★ Conferences will be 10 minutes per child.  We encourage families to look over the report 
card on Aspen the day before and come with any questions or concerns.  In Grades 3-5, 
your child has more than one academic teacher. We are asking that we keep the conferences 
to the homeroom teacher and any support staff listed, so that all families can be 
accommodated for.  

★ Families who have requested translators have been scheduled already.  If you need to 
reschedule your translated appointment or would like to request to have a translator at your 
conference, please email Principal Mrs. Rodriguez at marisarodriguez@quincypublicschools.com 

★ Once you have signed up, www.ptcfast.com will send you reminders for your scheduled 
conference! If you are unsure of your appointment, please contact the main office at 
617-984-8781

★ Please make sure you are able to log into Google Meet prior to your conference to ensure 
there aren’t technology issues during your scheduled meeting.   All links will be emailed to 
families the day before conferences.

★ Please note that due to the citywide implementation of new core curriculum programs in 
both Math and ELA, your child's teacher will be using "NA" for standards not covered 
during the marking period.  The district is currently working to align the report cards across 
all grade levels with the new programs.  These standards have been shaded out in the past.  

★ Report cards were published in Aspen on March 24th
Directions for accessing Aspen can be found on the next page. To reset Aspen login - 
contact main office 617-984-8781 or email kaitlindelancey@quincypublicschools.com

★ Request to Print Report Cards
Printing report cards will be upon parental/guardian request only for all Quincy Public 
Schools. If you would like to request a printed copy of your child's report card please 
contact our main office 617-984-8781 or email kaitlindelancey@quincypublicschools.com











For more information, go to: 
https://www.quincypublicschools.com/our_district/ 
academic_support/human_resources_department/ 
current_employment_opportunities 
Or call the QPS Human Resources Department at 617-984-8767

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact our 
Beechwood Knoll Secretary Mrs. DeLancey at 617-984-8781 

or kaitlindelancey@quincypublicschools.com



Beechwood Book Club
Interested in reading Good Inside by Dr. Becky Kennedy?

Join Mrs. Rodriguez and Mrs. Hurst 
as we read, discuss and learn together. 

Book Club gathering later this spring

Sign up: https://forms.gle/tL9WAdoQPsER4hdaA

https://forms.gle/tL9WAdoQPsER4hdaA


Expected Behavior of the Month

April

Respect for self
in the hallway

Control your body

Walk


